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N To the Worthy Gan 
nun, that deſired the 
publication, and to 
All the Members of that 
Church of Chriſt, to 
which I relate. 2 


"HE following Diſcourſe 
was drawn up far Tour 
particular Uſe, and for 
the preſent Purpoſe, without any 
extraordinary Preparation, or any 
further View; and is now of- 
fered up as 4 pure Sacti fice of 
| Gratitude and Reſp est at Ws 
united Requeſt. I ſball only ſa 
of it, That 4 DB, to 7 
more rate [! erious Improvement 
f a praffical Sable, end 4 ery 


auful 


— . —— —— 
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The Dedication. 
awful Providence, under the Con- 
finements of a ſingle Sermon; and 
if it may contribute to your Aſ- 
ſiſtance and Satisfaction, or do the 
leaft Service to the meaneſt Soul; 
I ſhall eaſily be able to ſatisfie my 
Self whatever ImperfeGions it may 
labour under, or whatever Cen- 
ſures it may undergoe. 

I am ſenſible hom much I have 
been obliged by Tour Generous 
Kindneſs, and how much I ought 
to value Tour Reſpedis. And as 
T was ſolemnly Dewoted to the 
Publick Service of God, and to 
Your more Special Service at the 
ſame time; ſo I ſhall think my 
Self particul arly obliged to Study ly. 
Your Improvement, and ſhall 


think, nothing © too much in the 


Service of Tour Faith. | | 
I might tae this Oces eon to 


e the £ £ ala, of Tour great 


Sobriety 


The | Dedication 


Sobriety and Temper of Kiri, of 


Tour Regular Management, pe 


Prudent Zeal of that Perfect Peace 


and Unity among Your. Selves ; 


the Knowledge, Publick Spirit, 
and Liberality of many of Jon, 


that render You bs y of Praiſe 
in the Churches of Chriſt, and 
Exemplary to many Others, that 
have rendered my Miniſt'y and 
Converſe among You Eaſy 5 and 


Delightful, and would have de- 


rived a Glory and Credit to an 
Elder and a Better Man. 


But I ſhall rather chooſe to leave 


mb Tou a ſerious Caution and 


Advice. N 


Beware f 4 Looſe and Cart: 
leſs Vall, Neglect of Private 
Duty, Formality in Religion, and 


4 Narrow and Selfiſh Sp fit Theſe 


things will diſcredit £ Chriſtian 


5 * 1 2 the Peace and Pro- 


Jperity 


The Dedication. 
ſperity of your Souls, confine, Tur 
Uſefulneſs in the VVorld, and 
hazard your Salvation. 
Let me Recommend to Tour 
Beſt Regards, a Strict Sincerity 
and Purity of Heart, an Exact 
Fuſtice toward Men, an Uniform 
rr of Holineſs, Serious Re- 
tirements and Self-Conwerſe, 4 
Conſcientious care of Familiy Re- 
; ion, Conſtant Attendance upon 
Publick V Vorſbip, a Generaus 
= of Univerſal Goodneſs, and 
a Stedfaft Adherence to the Trat. 
So will You adorn Your Holy Pro- 
feſſion, ſecure the Quiet and 22 
riſbing State of Your Souls, extend 
the Uſefulneſs of Tour Loves, che- 
riſb the Lively Hopes of Glory, 
and miniſter unſ hob to the 
Freſent Seti, faction, and 1 
dee Ty of C 58 
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y the 19th, 170. 


* | 
th alt be vj f ted of the 
1 1 25 with Thunder, 4 
 Earthquale, and great Noj 2 
with Storm and Tempeſt, and 
the Flame of devouring Fire. 
i A 
tance of the People of the eme, 
that God, as the Soverei Keds" 
World, and. out of pur 
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to 8 . the Hends- 
of its Ancient Inhabitants, and given 
them the full Poſſeſſion of: 'Twas a 
Land of V 7 fon, _ the reſt of the 


that # 5 rg ſoon; 


ESE or 
7 


ticular lily F their * and 


Behaviour, will eaſily find Reaſon to 


conclude, That never was any People 
more Umrorthy mel U eee They 


were a Rebellious and Ne aWick- 
ed and Frowald Gen addon vß Mer in 
every Age: Notwithſtanding all the 
Terrible ranoes l G0 in the 
World; all the Aman 8 Beuger ces 


s wrought out for th Tm; the Endear- 


on the 


ing Mera hs Deed 


Sr Engagem hits > bro A 
IE . were Stupid A 
Perfidious $, Corrupted their Ways, of 


Run into Sal the Ide latries * Wicked- 
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T3) 
neſs of the Heathen Nations, out of 
which they were choſen, This, we 


Prophets of the Lord, and is the Sub- 


ro 
K FT x now, tho'.God had been Li- 
beral of his Favours, and was very 
Indulgent and Kind, yet he was not 
Fond and Partial in his Reſpects, br 
Eaſy and Unconcerned at their Abuſe 1 
He aten found it neceſſary to exetciſe 
Severity, and ſometimes ſent very ter» 
rible Judgments and Calamities upon 
them, to Correct them for their Folly, 
and Reclaim them from their Sin, This 
was the Burden of the Lord by his Pro- 
phets; The Heavy Tidings they were 
ſo oſten ſent with to them. 


the Jews at this time, the Prophet de- 

nounces tertible Woes,” and diſcharges 

Threatnings 

nd; dre gere OR, 
1 Arie 4. .; a 

Lion, 'or the Lion of God, and 

is the Name 1 to aria Bag 


find, they were Upbraided with by the 
ject of —_— Complaint and Re- 


THIS was the Cake of the People of 


of varies Judgments. wor 


Fi 
for the Whole, the Tem le and City 


- $43 


- 


the Sacrifices were conſumed ; 


ſeems here to comprehend, by a 2 aal 
gure, One Principal Part being put 


— ym lem ; which is ſo repreſented, 
er for the Strength of the Place, or 
hs Fierce and Cruel Diſpoſition of 12 

People. The City where David dwelt; 
that had been highly favoured for his 
ſake, with Peculiar Privileges and Pro- 
miſes of Bleſſings, and was the Ground 


of their preſent Confidence and Securi- 


ty. Add ye Tear to Tear; let them kill 
Sacrißces; i. e. Go om from time to 


time, one Year after another, with 


your | Vain and Formal Worſhip; while 
there is Wickedneſs in your Lives, and 
Hypocriſy in your Hearts, it will ne- 
ver be acceptable to God, or prevent 


the Judgments he is about to brin 


upon you. Verſ. 2. Tea, I will diſtreſs 
Ariel, and there ſball be Heavineſs ond 


Sorrow; I will _— reat Straits and 


Calamities upon Jeruſalem, that ſhall 
create Sadneſs 2 an Gref in ever Soul. 


And it ſhall be unto me as Ariel; i. e. 
The City and Temple ſhall be like the 


8 7 — *. upon which the 


_ Sacrifices 
N 9 * 
. 2 
"I, "07 x : . 


06 5 ) - 


SGacrifices were conſumed; it ſhall be 


filled with the Carkaſſes of the Dead, 
and with terrible Slaughter and Blood. 
Verſ. 3. And I will Camp agamft thee 
round about, and will lay Siege againſt 
thee with a Mount, and will raiſe Forts 
againſt thee ; that is; I will bring thy 


Enemies upon thee, (probably the 


Caldeans) and puniſh thee by the 
Hands of the Heathen Nations, 


whoſe Wickedneſs thou haſt imita- 


ted, and whoſe Idols thou haſt wor- 


ſhipped. This has been often obſerved 


in the Courſe of God's Providence to- 
wards his own People, That that Na- 
tion, that has been the greateſt Snare 
to them, has proved in the iſſue the ſe- 


vereſt Scourge ; and he has puniſhed 


them moſt, by that very People they 
had ſinfully imitated, and moſt fondly 
admired. Verſ. 4. And thou ſhalt be 
brought down, and ſpeak out of the 
Ground, and thy Speech ſhall be lom 
out of the Duſt, and thy Voice ſhall bg 
as one that hath a Familiar Spirit aut 
of the Ground, and thy Speech ſhall whiſ+ 


per. out of the Duſt.. The Enemy ſhalt 


ſucceed and prevail, and thou ſhall be 


. : 
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Humbled and een at once wich 
the depth of thy Diſtreſs. She that 
uſed to 2 0 tils h, and look ſo big, 
ſhall quite ſink, 44 be diſcouraged; 
and her Voice ſhall be like the En- 
chanters, that were wont to ſpeak with 
2 low Murmur, out of a dark and hol- 
low Cave of the Earth, to create the 
reater Reverence, and give the greater 
Bread. Verſ. 5. Mereover, the multi- 
tude of thy Strangers ſhall be like ſmall 
Duſt, and the multituds of the Terrible | 
Ones ſhall be like Chaff that paſſeth 
away; yea, it Pall be at an inſtant ſud- 
denly : i. e. The hired Forces of the 
E25) pt zans, and their own Numerous and 
Powerful Armies, ſhall not be able to 
' withſtand the Enemy, or give them 
help, but ſhall ſuddenly y fly before them, 
and be driven awa 27 like Duſt or Chaff 
befor the Wind. 
the Text, he threatens a terrible 
ment, immediately from Heaven, 
nd by the Hand of God, as the for- 
mer were by the Hands of Men. Thor 
Patt be viſited of the Lord of Hoſts, &c. 
THIS Judgment, threatned againſſ 


1 being of the ſame kind, * 
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| Nature of It; 


(9). 


exadly agreeing, in all its — 
ſtances, with that which was lately 


Executed upon our ſelves, will — 


theſe Words very proper to he cant}- 
der d upon this Occafion, and. vary 
ſerviceable to the Deſign of the Day. 
IN the handling of them, I ſhall 
propoſe, - 1. To Diſcourſe concerning 
this V. iſtation of the Lord here threat- 


ned, 2, Enquire into the Reaſars of 


ſuch a Viſitation; and ſhew, why God 
threatens and executes ſuch Judgment 
upon a People that profeſs his Name. 


g. Make proper Application, and ailift 


in the right Ingrovemes! af ſo —_ 
A Providence. 1 Ty 

I. | ſhall Diſcourſe concerning 1 
7 rhtation threatned, And fur =P 


Clearer handling of this Matter, it will 


e neceſſary to conſider 2 little dUnde 
y theſe Four Things: 1. The 


1 the Perſon vidung, - 2. Tir 


Cauſes of ſuch 2 Viſuation. - 3. "The 
4 The FOE :rit 03 
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uw and Owner of the . Creations 


8 ) 
This was the uſual Title given 

to 10 Cod! in the Old Teftament, and was 
very agreeable tothe Relation wherein 


God food to that People, and to the 


Diſpenſation they were then under. 
255 and Governour, 


God was their 

that led forth their ies, and fought. 
their Battles: The Diſcoveries he made 
of himſelf. were more Majeſtick and 
Awful, and the peculiar Temper of 
the Legal Religion was Reverence and 


Fear. Beſides; this Title was exceed- 


ing proper at this particular Seaſon, 
and to the Circumſtance of the preſent 
Caſe. God was provoked by their 
Wickedneſs, and is threatning Judg- 
ments upon them. Now no other Re- 
preſentation of God carries a greater 
Air of Majeſty, or is more proper to af- 
Fe&, than this, That he is the Lord of 
Hoſts... This will appear, if you con- 
ſider more carefully the true Import of 
this Title of God, and what tis proper 
to ſu _ As, now for Inftance-: 

may fitly lead us to confider his 


Sovereign RK It and Property. Every 
Creature In his, he is 12 proper 


ant 


6650 


and his Right is the only, full and 


proper Right, that is Superior to 


every other Right, and Antecedent 
to every other Claim. The higheſt 
Pretenſion to Right, that a Coden 
can have, is derived from him, and ſub- 
ordinate to his: They hold under him. 
But his Right is underived and indepen- 
dent; tis founded in Nature, and ſprings 
out of the very Being of Things. And 
his Right is every way Equal and Com- 
menſurate to that Nature and Beim in 


which tis founded ; that is, it extends - 


to the whole Nature, and the utmoſt 
Powers of every Particular Being. So 


that he can uſe nothing in the whole 
Creation, but what is moſt ſtrictly his 


own ; nor to any other Purpoſe, to 


which hd ders gt: And to be 


ſure, he may dowhat he will with his 
own, and uſe his own Creatures to any 
Purpoſe of his Pleaſure, without any 


Injury to the Creature, or any Rog 


to him that poſſeſſes itt. 
— AGAIN, His Abſolute i . 


Gonerimeng As all the Creatures are 


Rightfully his, ſo they are all under 
Government, and in a State of * | 
on to him. _ 


1 
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(10) 

THE hig heft Order of Creatures are 
in the moſt perfect Subjection, as they 
pay the profoundeſt Reverence to the 
Lord of Hoſts, The Angels that ſhine 
in Glory and excel in Strength, they 
ä do his Commandment, heark- 
ening to the Voice of his 

Ver. 21, Heaven are the Aſiniſtert of 
bers Bis Pleaſure. They walt 
before his Throne in poſtures of Ex- 
pectation, ready to receive freſh Orders; 
they flie ſwift at every Beck, and make 
the quickeſt Diſpatch on every Errand 
they are ſent: They exert the mighty 
Powers of their Nature, and cheartully 
execute every Command, in all his 

Purpoſes of Anger, and of Judgment; 

and in every Office of Kindneſs and 

Mercy toward the World. 

all ene dpa ner te 

1 7 and w mar 
naged. The ſeveral Ranks and Orders 
of Creatures in this Lower World are 

exactly ranged, and under a full and 
eaſy Command: The meaneſt and 
moſt contemptible Creature has its 
proper Pofi, and its peculiar Office 
gf allotted 


\ 
j ” Cc x - 
[ Wy 1 
- 
| b ES 4 
ee 


Pſal. 103. 20, 


f)) ß 0 OO 


0 8 


allotted and aſſigned, and is capa- 


ble of conſiderable Execution againſt 


the ſtrongeſt Enemies, at the Direction 


of the Lord of = Hg can eaſily 
raife the Duſt of the Earth, arm Flies 
and Lice, make a formidable Hoft 


of Frogs and Locuſts: He can give 
Commiſſion to the Winds, the / 


Winds, that fulfil his Word, and raile 
terrible Commotions in the Earth, and 
put univerſal Nature into Trembling 
and Confuſion. In ſhort, every Crea- 
ture of God, Angels, and Men, Good 
and Bad, Great and Small, every li- 
ving Thing, and lifeleſs Being; yea, 
all the Elements of the World are m a 
ſtate of Dependance and Subjection to 
God, and the Inſtruments of his Sove- 
raign Will. 
AGAIN, It may fitly be underſtood 


to ſignifie hereupon, his 4/rmghty Power. 
It requires an Almighty Power to be 


the Lord of Hoſts, as well as gives a 
fort of Almightineſs; he muſt needs 
be an Almighty Being himſelf, that 
can Govern the — World, and 


Keep all the Creatures in perfect Sub- 


je&ion to his Will : That does his 


Pleaſure 


Pleaſure among the Armies of Angels 
in Heaven, and the Hoſts of Creatures 
here on Earth. And what caimot he 
do, that is Lord of Hoſts? That has 
all the Powers of Nature in his Hand, 
and every Creature at his Service; that 
Governs the Creation by a Word of 
Command, and Directs the Motions of 
all the Creatures by a Beck. Nothing 
can be difficult in the Hands of the God 
of Nature, or oppoſe the Lord of all 
the Creatures. | | 
_ FINALLY, It may fignifie his 
Terrible Majeſty. A Sovereign Prince, 
at the Head of a numerous Force, lead- 
ing. on, ſuppoſe, a whole Nation of 
Warlike Men, all fitted for Service, 
and in perfect Subjection, would make 
a formidable Appearance, and add 2 
Dread to Majeſty : It would ſtrike the 
Mind with impreſſions of Fear, and 
raiſe a mighty Reverence and Awe, 
God, as the Lord of Hoſts, ſtands at 
the Head of the Creation, and leads on 
all the ſeveral Ranks and Orders of Be- 
ings : The mightieſt, as well as the 
meaneſt Creatures, are under his Com- 
mand, and yield a ready Subjection it 
. 18 
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his Will. The higheſt Angel bows at 
his Footſtool, and the loweſt Inſect 


riſes up to do his Will. This is apt to 


give an awful Idea of the Majeſty of 


Heaven, to raiſe the higheſt Reverence 


op and create the humbleſt Fear. And 


this now is a proper Repreſentation in 


the preſent Caſe, a fit Title for God to 


aſſume, when he expreſſes his Diſplea- 
ſure, and threatens Judgments upon 
i 191 363] 


F. 2. I ſhall conſider the Cauſes 
whence it proceeds ; and theſe are of 
different ſorts, either ſuch as reſpect 
ourSelves,or ſuch as reſpect God. There 
is a neceſſary Concurrence of both, 
and they have their joint, tho' different 
Influence and Cauſality ; the Former 
under the Notion of the Meritorious 


Cauſe, and the latter of the Efficient. 


1. WITH reſpe& to our Selves. The 
Meritorious Cauſe is Sin. This is the 
true Source of Puniſhment, the fruit- 
ful Parent of all the Judgments of God 
upon the World, that does ſtrictly de- 
ſerve and procure as its proper W apes, 
as well as its natural Reſujt - Tis a 
ee violation 


Puniſh, | tho un 


' * N A ; * bs e „ o * E% 


violation of God's s Covenant, that is 
the Bond of our Security, as well as the 
Meaſure of our Obedience, and does 
at once forfeit all our Pretenſions to 


Favour, and lays open to the Curſe: 
It pives 2 a Right of Puniſhment to the 
Lawgiver, and Ia an Obligation to 
r the — of 
governing Wiklow, and the Reſerves 
of ſovereign Grace. Thus the Apo- 
ſtacy of our Firſt Parents ruined the 
World at firſt, and let in all that flood 
of Miſeries, under which the Creation | 
groans : The univerſal Corruption and 
Violence of the Old World brought a 
univerſal Deluge, that at once cleans d 
the World of its Defilemenct, ——— 
away all its Inhabitants. | 

SIN. was the Cauſe of all the particu- 
lar Judgments of God in every Age of 
the World, and upon every Nation and 
People. The —— idleneſt, and Luſt 
ef Sodom brought down Fire from the 
Lord ↄut of Hefven, that conſumed 
and. burnt them up, The Cruelty. and 
Oppreſſion of the ＋ brought 
2 Sucbeſſion of terri e Plagues, that 
Allotithe-nd Conſumed them. The 
role, lniquity 


that we our Sefves are 


Pride; 2 


if 15 * 
Iniquity of 'the Amorites, when it be- 
came füll, made God deſtroy them, and 
turn them vut of their own Land, to 
make way for the Poſterity of Abra bam. 
Vea, the Unbelief and Rebellion of the 
Iſvwelites kindled the _ of the 
:vrd, and brought the fiery Serpents, 


and the terrible udgments of the Wil- 


derneſsz and their Idolatry und Wick- 
edneſs afterwards brought upon them 
the Peſtilence, the Famine, and the 
Sword; in almoſt every Age; and an 
utter Ruin and Deſtruction at laſt. 
- IF you conſult the foregoing Chapter 
you ſball find a particular mention of 
the ſpevial Sins, for which God con- 
with them here, and upon the 
Adoount of which theſe terrible Threat 
— s ure denounced. And I heartily 
we had leſs reaſon to apprehend, 
* concern 

ed, if not exactly deſoti 
They are * with 


Chap. 28, I. 


Pride. The proud Kingdom 
they valued themfebves 
ritual Privileges, to 
Goodnefs, and the — of all 


others 


| (16) 


others; they confined all their Chari- 


—— Kindnels to their own way, and 


t the ſtrength of their Zeal upon: 


2 Exzenas Inſtead of amend! 
the Ways they truſted in lying Word 
and this _ 8 — Cry _ 
1 ITbe Temple of the Lord, the 
15 Temple of the Lord, the 
Temple f the Lord are theſe. Beſides, 
they were proud of their outward Bleſ- 
ſings ; the increaſe of their Subſtance 
ſwelled their Mind, and every proſpe- 
rous Circumſtance filled them with, 
fond and vain Conceits, as the thinneſt 
Air can ſwell a Bubble: And they ex- 
preſſed the inward Vanity of their 
Hearts by all the outward marks of Ex- 
travagance and Folly : By the affecta- 
tion * a e Dreſs, by. high and 
: lofty Looks, by a wanton, 
Ie, 2 ut. Mien and Air, and by an 
3: ult- inſolent and ſeornful Be- 
havmour. 
AGAIN, They are charred with - 
Drunkenneſs. The — of Ephra- 
N gm Beauty is 4 fading 
c _ Flower, which are on the 
W 1.3 bead of. the gk Vallies of, 
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them that are overcome with ine. a 
They dwelt in a good Land, that 
flowed with Milk and Honey z yea, 
they dwelt in the fat Vallies, the rich- 
eſt and nobleſt Soil, that produced 
great plenty of Corn and Wine, and 
abounded with every Good. But they 
indulged their Appetite, and wallowed 
in Exceſs z They waxed Fat and kicked 
againſt the Lord. They abuſed the 
Fruits of the Earth, and the Bounty 
of Heaven, that were deſigned to 
refreſh their Nature, and provoke 
their Praiſe, to oratific their brutiſh 
Luſt, and 'debaſe themſelves. Yea, 
tis added, All Tables are . 1 8 
full of Vomit and Filthineſs, 
ſo that there is no place clean. They 
run into Riot and Drunkenneſs at ever 
ordinary Meal, and left marks of their 
Impurity and Exceſs in every Place 
where they came. 
AGAIN, There is mention made 
of their Error. But they alſo haus 
erred _ Vine, and . el 
through ſtrong Drink, are out A 
. the Way. The P rieft and Prophet 
ave err'd through 4 ong Drink, they 
are- 
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Ca) 
are ſwallowed up of Wine; they are 
out of the way through ſtrong Drink, 
they err in N. 12 they ſtumble in ꝓudg- 


ment. Their Drunkenneſs and Excefs 


ftupified and corrupted them. The 
Fumes of Wine clouded their Under- 
ſtanding, and darkned their Minds. 
They entertained many groſs Concep- 


tions in their Minds, and run into ma- 
ny falſe and perverſe Opinions of things. 


Debauchery and Wickedneſs blind and 


pervert the Judgment, and lead to the 


moſt ſottifh Opinions, and the moſt 
dangerous Miſtakes. And beſides, they 
erred from the Path of Righteouſneſs, as 
well as the way of Truth, and run 
into many practical Errors of Life, as 
well as many Notional Miſtakes. They 
forſook the right way of the Lord, and 
like Men overcome with Wine, ſtag- 
ger d and reeled into many a wrong 
and crooked Path. This is the natural 


Tendency and Progreſs of Error. A 


dark and depraved Mind diſpoſes to 
every falſe and corrupt practice of Lite, 
and Men eaſily run from groſs Error 


into open Sin. And this extended to 


the Prophet and the Prieſt, to the cor- 
=_ . | rupting 


(19 
rupting their Adminiſtrations, and per- 
verting the Deſign of their Office. They 
err in Viſion and flumble in Judgment. 
FURTHER, They are taxed 
with Unteachableneſs and Improficiency, 
under the. means of Knowledge and 
Inſtruction. Whom ſball he teach Know- 
ledpe 2 And whom fhall he , , 
make to "tmderfland Do- 
Frine ? them'that are weaned from ths 
Milk, and drawn from the Breaſts, 
Whom {halt any one Teach? 9. d. 
There is no Teaching ſuch a corrupt and 
an ignorant People. Lou may as well hope 
to inſtruct a ſucking Child, or one new- - 
Iy weaned, as teach ſueh a childiſh 
and a fottiſh 1 as this. For 
Precept muff be xpon Pre- 
cept, FY _— opts Preceps 3 vm po 
Line upon Line, Line upon Line; here 
a little and there hittle. They muſt 
be taught like' Children, by ſlow De- 
grees, one Line after another ; and 
the ſame things muſt be often repeated 
and told them over and over. That 
Pride and Wickedneſs that diſpoſed and 
prepared their Minds. for Error, did 
indiſpoſe and 9 them * 
55 2 = 


| ( 20 ) 

the Truth, and render them untracta- 
ble under all the Methods of Diſcipline, 
and improficient under ſingular Ad- 

vantages for ſaving Knowledge. 
AGAIN, they are challenged with 
an unaccountable Security in the midſt 
of publick Dangers. Wherefore hear 
Verf. 14. the Word of the Lord 72 
=” E ſcornful Men that rule this 
People which is in Jeruſalem. They 
deſpiſed the Warnings and Reproofs 
that were given, being above the Fear 
of Danger, or the Senſe of Guilt. 
They had as little dread of Evil, as 
ſenſe of Duty, and to all the Error and 
Ignorance of their Minds joined a fond 
and fatal Security, under common Ca- 
lamities that came upon them. They 
. ſaid, We have made a Co- 


with Hell are we at an Agreement, when 
the overflowing Scgurge ſhall paſs thro, 
it ſhall not come unto us; for we have 
made Lies our Refuge, and under Falſ- 
hood have we hid our ſelves. | They 
thought they had drawn Death andHell 
into a Confederacy with themſelves, and 
had made very good Terms with them 
| too, 


venant with Death, and | 


Far) 
too, ſo that they need fear no Evil 
themſelves, tho every one elſe were 
Hurt, arid they ſhould: eſcape in the 
midft of a general Judgment upon the 
Land. They took Sanctuary in what 
the Prophets called Lies and Falſboods 
that is, They reckoned upon Security 
by Carnal Confidence or Sinful Compli- 
ance, by falſe Truſts in what was in- 
ſufficient for their Relief, or by feign-- 
ed yielding to their Enemies, ſtooping 
to little Arts and Shifts, and turning 
and winding round about to ever 7 
Point of 1 25 and every Poſture of 
Affairs: A method of Securit y this, 
that is oſten ſignally defeated, and ne- 
ver fails, ſooner or later, at once to 


| decelve and exp ole. 204 10 


FINAL. T, Their aal i in 
Religion ſeemsto be hinted. Chap . x 
at; Add ye Tear to Tear . 3 


let them kill Sacrifices. | They trod a 


beaten Path, * went a formal round 
of Duty ; they kept up the Cuſtom of 
Worſhip, = obſerved the external 
Kites, bo had no regard to the Prin- 
ciples of their Actions, or the Frame 


of On Spirits; they ſatisfied them- 
C 3 ſelves 
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ith ti outward Pomp and bo- 
dily Service, without any ſerious re- 
gards to God, or any inward: Devoti- 
ons of Soul; thert was only the Car- 
caſs and ſhow of Religion, without the 
inward Life and Po-we.. 

T HIS' was . ikeiriCaſs 
at this time, and how near a reſem- 
blance it bears to Ours in every part, 
would perhaps be thought too odious a 
thing to make a Compariſon; 53 "” 1 27 
ſure is too obvious to nbed it. 01 

2. WIT H reſpect: to God. The 
Efficient Caufe is! Anger, and Power 
united; there is a Union of: both. 
His Anger moves, and his Power ex- 
ecutes. There is. Anger armed with 


Power, or Power en by A 
_ Ange i is raiſed. | lt Sin, and his 


er impl by 3 This 
is 8 che proper ping vf faden of Jud win the 
true Efficient of all the Calamities in 
the World." In this ſence, There is 2d 
10 10051, Dil ix ide Cixy and the 
Amos 3. 6 Lord hath nut dons it. God 
himſelf is the Efficient of every Judg- 
ment, though the Sins of Men deſerve 
them, And the Hei of this Cauſe 


0 5 


"© 293 ). 

is equal to the Merit of that. The 
Divine Efficiency can eaſily proportion 
the Puniſhment to the utmoſt Demerit 
of the greateſt Sin ; and is often Re- 
— in the Kind, as well as the 
Meaſure of Puniſhment, in bringing 
ſuch Judgments upon the World, as not 
only fully equal, but exactly reſemble 
the Sins they are ſent to puniſh :- So 
that you may read the Nature, as well 
as the Guilt of Sin, in the legible Cha- 
racters and ſtrong Impreſſions of his 
Wrath. Beſides, his Efficiency is In- 
finite; 1t vaſtly exceeds all the Expreſ- 
ſions of it, that were ever made, and 
all the Conceptions of Thought. N. wa 
knows the Power of ns 


Wrath e And the Thunder 105 2 | 


122 hir . who can gb fo 


[Tous y be able to this 80. 
lemnity of the Occaftor, nor proper to 
this Place, to meddle with an ; Nice or 
Philoſophical Speculationsz, To confl- 
der the Natural Cauſes, or the Proper 
Inſtruments, that God may imploy in 
bringing Judgments upon. ag Worlt: 
J reckon it highly Reaſonable, as well 
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as undeniably evident, That the Divine 


Efficiency is ſeldom exerted in the moſt 
Immediate Manner in this World, but 
by the Mediation of ſecond Cauſes, and 
that God imploys fit Inſtruments in the 


Works of Providence, as well as of 


Grace, in his wonderful Workings in 


the World, as well as in his ſaving 


Operations upon the Minds of Men. 
Thus he often uſes the Miniſtry of 
Angels, as he did in deſtroy ing Sena- 
cherib's numerous Hoſt, and in ſmiting 
the Sodomites and Egyptians with Blind- 
neſs and Death: Sometimes he uſes the 
Miniſtry of Men, inſpiring and over- 
Tuling their Spirits above their ordina-. 
ry Power, and beyond their own De- 
fign. Thus Gideon was encouraged to 
aſſault the Midianites; Sampſon was 
animated to deſtroy the Phili/tines, 
and David to encounter Goliab. Some- 
times he uſes little Animals, and con- 
temptible Inſects, to give conſiderable 
Diſturbance, and create very great Di- 
ſtreſs; as in the Plagues of Egypt. And 
ſometimes he uſes meer Natural Cauſes, 


and Mean Accidents. The Fire and 
Wind are the moſt Active and Power- 


ful 


(25) 
ful Elements, that are often Inſtru- 
ments of terrible Judgments, and bring 
great Deſolations and Miſeries. Lea, 
1o ſlight and unlikely a thing, as the 
blowing of Trumpets, and breaking of 
Pitchers, has terrified and diſcomfitted 
a Numerous Hoſt; and at the blowing 
of Trumpets, and ſhouting of the Peo- 
ple, the Walls of a ftrong City fell 
down, as in the Caſe of the Midianites, 
and of Jericho. ' 21:14 9 Bib 
-. There is none knows the Force of a 
Natural Cauſe, or the Power of a Spi- 
rit's Agency, eſpecially when armed 
with Divine Anger, and touched with 
an Almighty Hand. Nor does it at all 
derogate from the Glory of the Divine 
Efficiency, to ſuppoſe him to make uſe 
of Inſtruments, but ſeems more becom- 
ing his Majeſty and Greatneſs. Yea, if 
ſome Men Argue right, it tends to 
magnify the Power of the Divine Ef- 
ficiency, and to be a greater Inſtance 
of it, to qualify an Inſtrument, and 
render a Creature capable, than to ex- 
ert his Power alone, and act immedi- 
ately by himſelf. Mg 


BUT 


( 26 ) 
BU after all, this is moſt unque- 
ſtionably certain, That whatſoever be 
the Inſtrument or Agent, the proper Ef- 


ficiency is of God: He gives them Com- 


miſſion what to do, as well as Power 
to act; and they are directed and re- 
ſtrained in all their Motions, as well 


as animated and influenced by a Divine | 


Hand. | 
30 1 8H ALL a PR hs Na- 
ture of this Viſitation. It will beſt ſuit 


my preſent Purpoſe, and for ought ap- 
| pears to the contrary, the Scope of the 


Place, to conſider the Deſcription in its 


Proper and Natural Senſe, and not in 


a Figurative and Metaphorical : How- 
ever ſome Interpreters are pleaſed to 
think otherwiſe. And I ſhall only con. 
ſider briefly the ſeveral Particulars 
mentioned in the Text, and make ſome 
general Remarks upon it. There are 
ſeveral Branches mentioned of Things 
that have near Affinity to one theft 
and often go wo ethiery T © 

- Thunder ; This proceeds from Oily 
and Sulphureous Exhalations,drawn up 
from the Earth by the Heat of the Sun, 


which, * put into violent Agitation, 


cauſes 


27 
cauſes a mighty Claſhing in the upper 
„ ions of the Air, and ö a Con- 

cuſſion of the Clouds; like the Diſ- 
charge of Cannon, or Breaking in pieces 
and Beating together of ſolid Bodies, in 
a wide and an open Waſt: And this 
often rouls and flies from one end of 
the Heavens to the other, by the migh- 
ty Violence and Force. This is the 

Auful Language of the Great Creator; 

the Voice. of God to the World ; That 


A 7 dd and = oy 1 Pil 20. 4 
Beigaben 5 This is — of the 
fame Nature in the Earth, that Thun- 
der is in the Heavens, and f 
from much the ſame Cauſe ; that is, 
Thick V apours,and Fiery Mater, pent 
up in the Caverns: and Bowels of the 
Earth, violently moved, and kindling 
into Flame; ſhakes. the Earth, makes 
it heave and: tremble, and ſometimes 
forces its way through, tears and rends 
| to pieces overturns the vaſteſt Moun- 
tains, and ſtatelieſt Buildings, and 
lays all waſte about it. And this is a 
terrible Calamity too, that fhakes the 
*. Foundations, and leaves no — 
1 or 


( 28) 

for Refuge or Retreat; that often turns a 
whole Country into a Grave, and Buries 
whole Towns and Cities at once. | 
A mighty Noiſe ; This is the Effect 
of the two former. The violent Mo- 
tions and terrible Concuſſions of Thun- 
der and Earthquake create a mighty 
Sound, and fills the World with Noiſe. 
A Noiſe that reaches far and wide, and 
is heard by all with Dread. That eaſi- 
ly drowns the loudeſt Voice, and ex- 
ceeds all the Imitation of Art. Not- 
withſtanding the fooliſh Blaſphemy of 
the Roman Emperor, that drove furi- 
ouſly over a brazen Bridge in a Storm 
of Thunder, and in meer Rage, and 

| Contempt of Heaven, thunder'd back 
= | again : And the Impudent Profaneneſs 
of our own Stage, that acted the Te. 


2 


peſt the next Day. V4: 


Storm and Tempeſt ; This proceeds 
from Wind, the violent Agitation of 
the Air and Water, as the former chiefly 
did from Fire, wrapt up in a Cloud, or 
pent up in the Earth. The Wind is 
the thinner Air, and thicker Vapours 
put into ſtrong Motion, and violently 
driven up and down by the Heat _ the 
2 | un, 
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Sun, that cauſes mighty Shakings and 
Commotions on the Land and Sea, and 
are reſpectively called Storms and Tem- 
peſts. And this is the Breath of the 
Almighty, that carries a mighty Force, 
and creates great Diſorder in the World, 
like Convulſions in the Body, ſudden 
ſtarts, and violent Fits, that diſorder 
the whole Frame, and threaten a Diſ- 
ſolution. When God blows with his 
Wind, he ſhakes the Frame of the 
World, Nature ſeems to have a Fir, 
to labour under Convulſions, and juſt 
ready to diſſolve and expire, Of this 
we have lately had an Inſtance in the 
terrible Storm and Tempeſt, that was a- 
mong us, that by its ſudden Riſe, its 
terrible Violence, and long Continu- 
ance, is generally thought to exceed 
whatſoever of that kind was ever known 
in the Memory of Man, or all the Re- 
cords of Time. And 1 hope we ſhall 
never forget it as long as we live, and 
pray God we may never live to ſee 
another. P 5 
IT follows, Flame 2 Fire; 
By this I underſtand pear ng, which 
is Flame kindled by the Sulpher in 2 


e 
Air, and iſſuing out of the Clouds, 
And this is quick and piercing of an 
unaccountable Swiftneſs and Force, that 
cuts its way through the yielding Air, 
and flies through the World in an in- 
ſtant z; that penetrates through the 
thickeſt Walls, and confumes whatſo- 
ever it lights upon; not only burning 
Trees and Cattle, but rending Rocks 
and melting tempered Steel. This of- 
ten attends Thunder and Storms, and 
was obſerved by ſome that were more 
Curious in the late Tempeſt; great 
ftrakes of Fire iſſuing out of the 
Clouds, and ſtreaming down the Hea- 
vens at every Clap and Concuſſion. 
FROM this fhort Account of the 
matter, it will be very eaſy to remark, 
that fuch a Viſitation as this is often 
very ſudden; without any Warning or 
Notice, it furprizes the World at un- 
awares, and comes upon it in a ſhort 
Space. A Storm ſometimes inſenſibly 
ariſes out of a perfect Calm; and like 
the Prophets Cloud, that was but a 
fpeck, of the bigneſs of a Mans hand 
fuddenly ſpreads, and in a little time 
covers the face of the whole — 
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Men fometimes lie down in Peace at 
Night, and in a few Hours are rouzed 
and affrighted with ſome terrible Diſ- 
order and Commotion in the World. 
Beſides, *tis very Powerful and of migh- 
ty Force, not to be prevented or with- 
ſtood by any oppoſitions of humane 
Power, or any preparations of Art. 
Tis above all Precaution or Reſiſtance. 
Tis an overflowmg Scourge, a mighty 
Stream and Torrent, that cannot be 
ftopt in its Courſe, or turned another 
Way, but breaks through all Bounds, 
and bears down all before it. There 
is no arguing with a Tempeſt : Tis 
a Divine Being only that can check 
the Fury of Winds and Waves, ſet 
Bounds to their Motions, and cry. out 
2 the 3 a Storm, — be 

ll. Again ; Tis a very Extenſ ve thi 
that ct ar and Wide: Tis — 
a national Judgment that affects a whole 
Kingdom at once; yea, ſometimes it 
extends to many Kingdoms, and reach- 
es to very remote and diſtant parts of 
the World, and is a publick and a ge- 
neral Calamity. Such was the Late 
Storm, that was felt in moſt parts = 

; | tne 
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the Kingdom, and many neighbouring 
Countries, and in ſome parts of the 
World a great way off. To con- 
clude this Head, 'tis very Terrible; 
that has very hurtful Conſequences, 
and does a great deal of miſchief in 
the World. It brings many Calamities 
and creates very great Diſtreſs. But 
this leads to the Fourth and Laſt 
thing. 


F. 4. THE EFfefs. And to be 
ſure ſo terrible a Judgment as this, pro- 
ceeding from ſuch mighty Cauſes, and 
ſo great an Author, muſt needs have 
very terrible Effects. I ſhall conſider 
them briefly under Two Heads, 
1. GREAT outward Calamities. 
They are very hurtful and deſtructive 


Judgments, as wells very terrible, 
that bring manifold Exils, and are 
fruitful of Miſery. For inſtance, 


THERE is the Damage of Mens 
Eſtates. Such a Viſitation as this is a 
univerſal Calamity to the Place where it 
comes, in which few eſcape more or leſs, 
many ſuffer deeply, and ſome are re- 
duced and utterly ruined, How many 

15 Houſes 
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Houſes were demoliſhed or impaired, 
violently broke in and miſerably ex- 


poſed, which, beſides the diſmal Clat- 


tering and Noiſe it created, gave a la- 


mentable Proſpect and Appearance af- 
terwards: And this was ſo general, 
that perhaps ſcarce any one entirely 
ſcaped throughout the City, ſome con- 
ſiderable Damage or ſlighter Hurt. 
How many rich Ships of Merchandize, 
as well as ftarely Ships of War, that con- 
tained ineſtimable Treaſure, as they were 
themſelves of conſiderable Value, were 
Sunk and Loſt, or miſerably ſhattered 
and injured by the Violence and Fury 
of the Winds and Waves. In ſome. 
places great Quantities of very valu- 
able Effects were damaged and deſtroy- 
ed by the breaking in of the Sea, and 
other Accidents. And all this to the 
great damage of Mens Eſtates, and the 
prejudice hf Trade. 8 
In ſhorts, tis a general Loſs, more 
than a heavy Tax upon the Nation, 
wherein every one bears a part, and 
ſome a great deal more than their Share. 
. | But that which is much more con- 
ſiderable, tho? bleſſed be God of much 
1 - leſs 


( 34 ) 
deſsextent, is the Deſtruction of Lives. 
How many fuffer in ſuch a Calamity 
in their Perſons, and are ſuddenly de- 
ſtroyed. A flach of Lightning, or a 
clap of Thunder ſtrike a Man dead in 
an 1 The ſudden Fall of a Houſe 
or Tile cruſhes to pieces and kills out- 
right. The very Force of the Wind 
| Will ſtop a Mans breath, and ſtifle him: 
E | Of theſe we have had very remarkable 
= | "Inſtances, of ſome in their own Hou- 
ſes and Beds, as well as ſome Abroad, 
eie deſtroyed, and ſome of them 
Perſons of great Eminence and Worth. 
And eſpecially the doleful 'Accounts 
from Sea are tobe regarded: How ma- 
in ny uſefb]'Liveswereloſtby the Storm, 
1 that were imployed in one of the moſi : 
1 neceſſary Services of their Country, 
I and that will be with greateſt diffi- 
5 |: -culty-ſupplied? Some large Ships of 
1 many Scores of Souls ſunk down to the 
14 Bottom at onec, whoſe dying Shrieks 
14 and Cries were drowned in the. greater 
n -Noiſe' of the Winds and the Waves, 
: And periſhed without the Ceremony of 
"Pity, as well as the Poſſibility of Re- 


Hef. "And-this is thought to we 
the 
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the moſt conſiderable Loſſes, and the 
moſt ſenſible Inſtitces of the OE 
2. GREAT irward Bifre. I uy 

will diſire s Ariel, and thert' Verf. 
Hall be avineſs nt Sor. Bir 
row. Their outward Calamities ele- 
ated many ſad Thoughts and very ert 
ſible Concern of S6. This Was tlie 
Plaltmiſts impreeation/ upon the Este 
mies of the Church: o 56 g 

3 5, 


perſecute them with thy 
ill with thy 


Tempeſt, and make them a 
Storm,” Tis one of the moſt awful 


Appeiratices' of God in this lower 
World, and ſtrikes upon the moſt ſen« 
fible part of our Nature. Men are 
ſenſible of Danger, and eafily rec 
impreſſions of Fear, When they feel no 
Conſtraints in Love, and are dead t6 
all the Morives of Verey. This 8 an 
active and'wakeful/Paflion, chat is fol 
moved atid ſet on work. And what 4 
various working does ſuch a Judgment 
cauſe? What Fright and Surpriæe docs 
it give tlie Soul at firſt > What Dretd 
and Terror, what Harty and Conil 
ſion, what F ear and Akemyg of Heart 
does it cauſe ? What avifible Confuſion 
D 2 -appes 
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appears in every Face What a trembling 


accent is heard in every Voice? What 
ſhifting and running up and down for 


Security? What ſad bodings of Mind, 


and diſmal Apprehenſions of kche Event ? 
Every one can beſt repreſent the Con- 
ſternation of ſuch a Seaſon, by reflecting 
upon the Workings of his own Soul, 
and conſulting his own Experience. 
IN ſhort ; it reſembles the Terrors 
of the Great Day, that give a uni- 
verſal Alarm, and ſtartle and rouſe 
the Dead. And 1 believe there were 
few ſo hardy, and ſecure in Sin, whoſe 
Pſ. 119.120. Fleſb did not tremble within 
6h 1 them becauſe of God, and 
who were not afraid of his Fudgments, 
I might take notice after all, of on 
thing: more that is of more Publick Con- 
cern, and more. laſting Conſequence to 
to the World. That the late Storms 
have given repeated Delays to a vaſt 
Deſign, that ſeems to be of the laſt Im- | 
portance to the Peace of Europe, and 


the Welfare of r y. I mean the 
Expedition to &. 


II. Iſhall 1 5 75 the Reaſons of 


| fucha a Viſitation. Lark are either ſuch 
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as reſpect Us, or ſuch as reſpect God; 
and there muſt be a joint Regard and 
Conſideration had of both. T ſhall ay 
briefly mention ther» | . 

F. 1. WITH reſpect Us. And 

ſo there are ſeveral Reaſons of ſuch a 
Diſpenſation as this. As 

I. TO Puniſh for Sm. When Fs 
People of God mingle with the World, 
and s the Covenant of their God, 
when they make bold with: Sin, and 
venture to offend, when by a — 
Courſe they have contracted a grea 
heap of Guilt, and highly provoked = 
Lord, he then viſits their Tranſgreſſions 

wit h a Rod, and rebukes them for Ini- 
quity. He ſends leſſer Afflictions, and 
ſometimes more terrible Judgments to. 
make them ſenſible of Sin, and make 
them ſmart for their Folly. - 

2. TO give warning 501 prevent 
further Judgments. God is not — 
in the inflictions of Judgments, as he 
is not Raſh and Haſty in his Wrath. . . 
He threatens before he executes, and 
ſometimes a great while before, and 
many a Time over. He uſually begins 

' with leſſer Judgments, and 8 with 
23 A — 
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a gentler Hand; when that proves in 

vam he repeats the Stroke, and increa- 
ſes the Weight of his Hand, and when 
nothing elſe will do, he proceeds to more 
publick and terrible Calamities. in the 
World. There is a Train and Series 
in Judgments, Connection and De- 
pendence among them. The Reatfon 
of ſuch a Procedure is warmng to the 
World: Every lighter Judgment is a 
Warning of greater udgments to come, 
and every greater Calamity of impend- 
ing Ruin There is fair Warning gi⸗ 
ven. He dont pumth, that he may dr. 
ſtroy, hut to prevent Deſtruction, and 
never — rejects, till Men grow ins 
curab 8 3 alk 1 
Methods of R 10. 

3. FO r and 

E Prayers, The People I. 
ſometimes fall 2 — and 
into: a dead! Security © They grow " 
wretchedly, fr kg and: forge 
God; and miſerabl old and careleſs 
of Buty. They /fumber and: ſleep! like 
the Wiſe Virgins, and: the heavy. Di- 
ſeiples oy a moſt folegm: Occafions, 


They 
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They Far and re- 5 
e er before God Jo. 19: ett 
They need ſometliing very Loud and 
Terrible to awaken and quieken their” 
_— and heedleſs Spurits. Some 
ſharp Rebukes and amazing Appear- 
ance of: Cod. Now Gods wilits: them 
with his Judgments, to rouze tllem qut 
ofi their Security; and raiſe tfieir more 
earneſt Prayers, to move the Springs; 
_ oft Devotion, and inſpire a holy Fer- 
vour of Soul. The Judgments of God 
make Men ſerious andi Thoughtful, 
when nothing elſe will}, and puts them 
upon ſeeking God and calling upon his 
Name. This is propoſed: as a reaſon- 
able-Expetation; as:wellas the natural 
Fendencyiof them. Intheii “nns 
Miction theyrmill ſeek ind FHaſea 5, 15. 
garly. Male them af rats Pfl. 83 155 
— 14 . 16 \ 275 
eck thy N. 05 55 
E bien of Nature: Ile 
Heatlien Mariners, imgreat Winds and 
Storms, were afraiu, and: -Jon . .. 7 
cried every Man to his God. 2 
And tis remarked of the rehellipus 


D 4 flew 


/ 


Ma w 7 ; 

lem them then they ſought 

Pal. 78. 34- him, and they returned ca 
mts } 35 en Ted | ty G i; 

i enquired early after God. 
| They remembred that God was their 
Rock, and the High God their Redeemer. 
4. TO reclaim them from Sin, and 

effectually reform them. This is the 
laſt End of Judgment, as well as the 
great Deſign, to recover Men from Sin 
and bring them back to God. When 
The 26 „% thy Judgments are abroad 
20, 9, in the Earth, the Inhabi- 

tants of the World will learn. Righte-: 

ouſneſs. He caſts Men into the Fur- 

nace of Fire, to purge them from their 

Profs, ' and refine 'their Spirits, and 

ſometimes prunes and cuts the Branch<: 

es of the true Vine, till he makes them 

bleed, that they may thrive the better, 

and be*the more fruitful. The Judg- 

ments of God lay awful Reſtraints up- 

on the Mind from Sin, and powerful 

Obligations to Duty. They keep up a 
lively Senſe upon the Mind,” and con- 

firm the purpoſes of the Soul, 


g. 2. WITH: reſpect to God. The 
Nraſon of Judgments, upon the World 


\ 


1 


Men may knowl, That thou 
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is the Diſplay of his own Perf Gions, 
win make himſelf known a regard- | 
Men. Die Lord is 
Fae. by the Fudgment / kl 9. 26. 
which he executes. | God diſcovers him- 
ſelf to Us by his terrible Appearances 
in the World, as well as by his merci- 
ful Revelations; and we may under- 


ſtand what a Being he. is by the ſenſible 


Operation of his Hand, as well as by 

the more ſilent Voice of his Word. 
This is particularly mentioned as the 
Reaſon of Storms and Tempeſts; That 


whoſe Name alone is 7E. 8271 W 
HOVAAH, ert themaft Rien over all 


the Earth. 


Imight ſhow eros that God 
diſplays the Glory of his Holineſs, the 


infinite Purity of his Nature, and — 


high Averſion and Hatred of Sin, 
that which is directly oppoſite! to 1 


Nature, and a Contradiction to his glo- 


rious Holineſs. The Glory of "is | 
Juſtice impartially giving to every one 


their Due, and inflicting the proper de- 


ſert of Sin; in making his Ways appear 


Equal, and expreſſing a Concern. for 
that 


+. w 2 . 
mat — i . & . 
— EI "IOY — _ he 
CT —— 
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de whk is Rebe. Phe Glory of his: 
Frith. abd"Fairhfwnes.”. The Veracity* | 


of his Nature, and actual! Repard? 


to his own Word ſo that whoever? 
confiders the'i invert of the Threathing,” 
ard the Circumſtances of the ' Caſe; 
ſhall- be: conſtrained roacknowledge! in 
the moſt ſevere' and texts.) 1 1071 
ble Diſpenfations; uſt and. Dau oy b 
Rig htfis ho! And fuſt and Ne. 16.3 
Tus ate thy ways t hon Ning 
of Saints: Fhe Glory of his 2 2 In- 
directing them' to à proper End, and! 
ordering; them in the moſtſuitableman 
There is an admirable and fitr=: 
ping Wiſdom often ſeen in the 
choice of the propereſt Kind, and the 


fitteſt Seaſon; in diſpoſing all the va- 
rious Ciroumſtances that! attend? them 


ſo as t6'retider tHemithe apteſt means; 
and give them-their utmoſt Auvantugs: 
The Glory of his-Power; This is at 
the Setviee of his other Perfections, 
and under the Pirection of his Wil. 


dom. He guides the Hand of Power 


by the Eye of Wiſdom: And he makes 


hs Power kmwn by ſignal Appearances: 
of his 9 as well as of his Mercy 
ro. 


\ 


1 the more effectuab Cure. 


anck p 
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to the World,and gires a mighty Dread, 
as well as gains a Big y Neverence by 
terrible things in R ra he nag th F. a 
_ nally I might add, 1 he diſplays th 
Glory of His Mercy too in chi Tude- 
ments he brings upon the World; he 
uſes Severity, when milder Methods 
fail, and with the very fame Deſig 
reckim the more oßſtinate from n. in 
And when: Judgments are directed in 
Mercy and become the propereſt Means 
cf Good, then the * neg and 
fevere the Judgment i is, the greater ſtill 
is the Mercy, becauſe tis the moſt like- 
ty to be eſſectual: Like 1 Phy lick, 


that makes the Patient 

But I ſhalt diſmiſs this matter; As | 
1 may er ro; the laſt Head of 
Diſcourſe. 

II FO make Application. There 
are ſeverał Doctrinal Inferences might 
fairly be drawn from this Diſcourſe, 
ly: purſued ; but 1 (half 
ednfine my elk to the moſt Prachicas 
Improvement. mp to render this mat- 
ter the more efſeckual, and! accommo- 


date it to every ones particular Caſe, E 
ſhall 


/ 


Ts 


ſhall addreſs my ſelf diſtinHy to Two: 
Sorts of Desen : To Wi 4 Men, 
and to. Good Menn. 

§. I. To Wicked Men. And 1 ſhall 
_ comprehend the whole of their Con- 
cernment in this Matter under = _ 
lowing Directions. 
I; Gon — your Evil Ways. Led 
ſuch a Viſitation of God bring your Sins 
to Remembrance, and Engage your ſe- 
rious Thoughts, Review the Courſe of 
your Sinful Lives, and Endeavour to 
Affect your Souls with the Diſmal Pro- 
ſpect. Go over the ſeveral Particu- 
— and the great Aggravations of your 
Gullt, and fix in your Minds a — Ar. 
prehenſion of the Provoking Nature, 
and ruining Tendency of Sin. Think 
bow horrid a Malignity is wrapt up 
in the Bowels of it, and how dreadful 
a Miſery it expoſes to ; how great an 
Evil you do, every time you commit 
a Sin, and how terrible a Vengeance 
you provoke. Muſt not that needs be 
a mighty Evil, that brings ſuch ter- 
rible Judgments | of God upon the 
— 45 and. kindleg the F James: of | 


Hell. 


THIS 
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THIS is proper to ſuch a Seaſon. 
In the time of Adverſity con- 
ſider. And this you are 
called to, as an Exerciſe of Reaſon, 
and as you are endued with the Un- 
— . Remember this, 
ang ſbem your Jelves Men: 16: 
** it = to mind, O Wi, 46, &. 
ye Tranſgreſſors.. Tis a Brutiſh Stupi- 
dity, not to reflect upon our Ways, and 
conſider the Judgments of God; as 2 
tis an Unnatural and Monſtrous 
Security to ſleep in the midſt of a 
Stormy ww; ; „ 435 C20 
4. Stand in Awe'of God. Improve 
this Viſitation to greaten your Thoughts, 
and highten your Dread of God. How 
Awful a Majeſty is the Lord of Hoſts, ; 
that is the Sovereign of the World, and 
has all the Creatures under him; that 
holds the Reins of Government in his 
Hands, and leads and turns the Crea- 
tion which way he pleaſes. The Lord 
hath his Way in the Whirl- ON 7: 4Y 
wind, and in the Storm and 1.3, 5. 
the Clouds are the Duſt of his Feet He 
_. rebukes the Sea, and drieth up the Ri- 
vers ; He makes i he nn 


Eccleſ. 7. 14. 


, 
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nd: the Hil: metr; and be Kurth 


is burnt at his Preſence. And let the 


Sinner conſider, how terrible an Ene- 
my muſt he needs be, that vifitswith 
Thunder, and Earthquake, and Storms, 
and: Tempeſts> How eaſily can he deal 
with a feeble Sinner, that directs the 
Motions of the Wind, and ſets Bounds 
to the Raging Waves ?. How eaſily can 
he deſtroy a Rebellious Sinner, that 
thakes the Foundations of the Earth 
with his Breath, and makes the Crea- 
tion tremble > How terrible muſt his 
Anger needs be? And how greatly is 
he to be feared ? Who knows the Power 
ante . Arg to thy. Fr, en 
ſa is thy Wrath, "Tis above the Reach 
of our Underſtandings, and Equal to 
the guilty Fears of a Sinner's Soul, 
that — no Meaſi ert or ware 
8. Impreſs your Minds with the 2 
gerule Ha of your preſent State; 
This is a pungent Conſideration, that 
one would think fhould powerfully 
ſtrike and ſting the Sinner's Soul: He 


lies at the Mercy of every Accident of 


Life, and the Audgments of God in 
* oY : o 
Nu | \ this 


( 


this World. He has no Security of 
Life, and only an arbitrary. Reprieve 
from Ruin. He may periſh every Mo- 
ment, and ũs continually /zahleto Death. 
He hangs overnhe Bottomlets Pit hy 
a ſlender Thread, and a ſingle Twine, 
| that may ſudden] ly: {nap aſunder, Ard 
let him fall. 1 3 ſad a Surprize 
muſt it be to the zunprapared Sinner, 
to be hurryd out of the: World, and 


if: you had periſhed in the late Storm? 
Mhere had you been by this time? 


-What would haxe become of your Im- 


mortal Soul 2. Q:think, with a ſolemn 
Dread, and trembling Awe, hat had 
been your determined Eternal State? 
a State of quer Narkneſs,:and exquiſite 


Mliſery, without any : ay of Light or 


any Allays of Eaſe, without any Glim- 
7 Tram. 1 Hope, or Proſpea &, Relief 

for ever. Hereupon, 
NA. L ſuch 2 ſtation, How 
de will be the Storm of Divine 
Mrath apon t hei NM iched at laſt. If the 
Drops of his Indignation are ſo derrible, 
what will the full Viale of ins Wrath 
be? 3 3 the Breath of the Almighty 
- / | raiſe 


Hurl'd into Hell in an Inſtant. What 


(48) 
- Faiſe ſuch Commotions in. the Earth, 
what will the Weight of his Hand 
be? If he viſit the Inliquities of bis 
People with ſuch Amazing Judgments, 
what will be the Puniſhment of the 
raging Blaſphemies, and the exalted 
Wickedneſs of the Damned? If a Storm 
of Wind can create ſuch Terror and 
Diſtreſs, ſuch Fear and Perplexity of 
Soul, what Terrors and Agonies of 
Spirit will Almighty Vengeance cauſe? 
The moſt dreadful Judgments of God 
upon Earth are but faint Emblems and 
low Repreſentations of rhe greater Mi- 
ſeries of Hell. There is a Univerſal 
Collection of all the Judgments of God, 
à Mixture of every Kind in the moſt 
exalted 8 Thus particularly, 
Tis 2 Lale that burneth 
Rer. 21. 8. with Fire and Brimſtone : 
Pal. 11. 6. And upon the Wicked he 
hall rain Snares, Fire, and 
B rimſtone, and an horrible T, peſt - 
This ſhall be the Portion of the Cup. 
And whit. a dreadful Calamity will 
that be, that will continue not Forty 
Days and F orty Nights, like the Rains 
of * — not a few Hours, as the 
Showers 


7 . ” & * 3 . 
nen hes 


Wr YU WE 


* and will laſt a whole 


r f on FED. angtR. a 


ble Judgmen 


* 


- Showers of Fire upon Sodom, 


perually Inflicting, will continue oy 


. Be ſenſible c 1 alters of Errthly 


Goal and the having your 
Portion i in * "= ow van ink 
uncertain a thing is this World, that is 


liable to fo many Miſeries? How 


rious is the Tit e and in ſecure the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of all the things of Time? How _ 


unforeſeen Caſualties, and terri- 


ts of God, 


four cornere of th . 
ed his Sons and his Da 
Worm ſmote the 


and Refreſhment but a ſingle Day, and 
expoſed him to the Heat of the Sun, 


| and the Violence of the Eaſt Wind. 
This World is an howlin Wilderneſs, 


where the Storms do 0 riſe, _ 

ow Winds e blow. 1 

B Non 
: * 8 | 
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and e 5 
late dreadful Storm ; but will be Per- 


— 
below 2 The Fire from Heaven burnt 
the Cattle and Servants of holy Fob, 

and the _ Wind out 


the Wil mote th er | 


that was a Pleaſure . 4 EE 


=. "Th $9 5 5 | 
MK N OW. bow miſerable is the Sig 
* that has no other Portion but this 
Worid ? Tis mach if he keep what he 

bas all his Life, and if ſome "Accident 


do great D- eto bis late 
ing ma Yo eat Loſſes in Trade, and 
reduce a 1 and proud Ser ma 
poor and humble State. e Pre | 
break dowrithe Pillars of his ppr⸗ 
2 and deſtroy: the Foundations .of 
bis Dependance and Hope. e 
1 1 . Sinnen 
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preſent Security from 55 . 
peRation of a Future Good. 1 mov 
6. Review the. ſerious I houg hre and 
Purpoſes i of your. Soul at ſuch a time 
Lei the Sinner cenfder how high tho 
Pulſe. of His Soul beat, how great a 
Commotiou roſe Within, and bow 
ftrong a Concer. ſeized his Spirit 2 
What Fear. of God, what Confeſlions: -- 
of Sin, what Self. oondemnation, IM . 
what 
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 anxiofts..Thaughts' did. be entertain; 
and how many ferious i Delizes did he 


ſend up to Heaven?:: How: 03 


- 
0 4 
_ 
* 
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tres and liberal ome did 1 


ſuffer not tlie 


of things you had then, 


 ſerjouaſence of yaurMinds to abate and 
— theDinger 


former: Vanity and Security of Mind 
mgmt you: again. Let nat 
e great Concern of your Minds, and 


the fiigh Pretenifona: o made, be like 


Sailors Prayem and Vous, a meer Fit 


over with the Storm, and are never 
thought of more. ? of 33.4: 1068: 


1. I is a terrible Warning 
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=. Soul, 11 you Right his Viſitation, 
} another Storm che, or fome ſome 
[ more dere Aeg e 'of God ; and 
though you elcaped the Formet, vou 
may Perth i in the next, ani whenever 
tis, you will Perifh under a feverer 
Wrath, and à more inexcuſable Guilt. 4 
TO have fairly eſcaped this time, 
let it be a Warning 0 Jou for ever. 
Sin no more leaſt a worſe thing « | 
Jou. Make a preſent f in your 
evil Ways, come to a full fop in your 
Career of Sin. Learn of the Heathen 
Jonah i. IK: Mariners,” who after- the - 
Storm,” zared the Lord ex- 
. ceedingly, and matte owe. Learn Obe- 
dience of all the Hoſts of Creatures, 
that hearken to the Voice of God, 
be not more unruly than the ſtormy 
Winds, that 1 his Mord. ei | 
8. ENG Eyour ſelves in the ſolemn 
 - Exerciſes of Repent ance. Let the Storms 
and Tempeſts of the World raiſe a ſen- | 
fible Commotion and kindly Workings \ || / 
of Soul. Let ſo terrible a ] 
of God break and diſſolve your hard 
and rocky Hearts. Be deeply affected 
water the . 10 os with a true 
F — 1 


* 1 rh : 
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' Sorrow and Grief of Heart and with. 


the 2 the Lord, 


ge) 2 45 ur lead 
von ta rhentance, . an erjwaae you 
to a thorough Return to F 


Break 0 our Sins by - Righteouſneſs. 
'Craſecto ds Foil, and 3 is 4 


_— Life. Set about reforming every 
Diſorder of Soul, and ever 
Way. Hate every falſe way, and 


F- hy $4 
'S an Ms « Fn. Tae f F- 
7 6 erms with any dar- 
J ng or — Luſt, or any 
tion to a ſell. deny ing and boars 
Command. Propoſea thorough Change 


Quile. In order to 
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